JHS Band Grading Policy


Band is a unique course at Jonesboro High School. It has curricular requirement just as any other academic discipline, but it also has out-of-class time requirements. The strength of the band program is the consolidation of these requirements into one performance based, academic course of study. The level of the commitment from each individual student is the driving force behind the organization and is reflected in the level of achievement reached by the individual and the program.


Band is a learning activity. Rehearsals, whether during or after school, are the means by which students learn, and by their very nature cannot be reproduced or made-up. Therefore, it is imperative that students be present unless the absence is absolutely unavoidable. Rehearsals are not optional and are reflected in the student's daily grade.


Performances are viewed as major tests. However a performance is a learning experience that cannot be duplicated in the rehearsal hall, practice room, and practice field. The level of concentration required in a public

performance helps each student develop an insight into his or her own level of performance. A performance is an important evaluation tool, allowing comparison of a student's performance in relation to classroom objectives presented and with past performances. Absences from performances can only be excused in the event of an extreme emergency: serious illness or hospitalization of the student, death in the immediate family, or in rare cases, extenuation circumstances deemed excusable by the director.


Band is an organization that provides a medium through which students progress academically, musically, and socially. Musicianship, attitude, punctuality, and a desire for excellence are absolutely expected from each member of the JHS Band. Individual practice and preparation are essential. No other discipline requires the high level of achievement from all participants as does musical performance. Through the level of commitment required we hope to better prepare students for the responsibilities encountered throughout their lives. In our program we stress that effort is more important than ability. It is through effort that each individual improves, thus contributing more to the overall band program.

Physician and biologist Lewis Thomas studied the undergraduates major of medical school applicants.

He found that sixty-six percent (66%) of music majors who applied to medical school were admitted, the 

highest percentage of any group.  Forty-four (44%) of biochemistry majors were admitted.         Phi Delta Kappan '94

Grading Policy Guidelines

1. 
Students must be present at all rehearsals and performances. Grades will be based on individual/ensemble performance, daily classroom performance, rehearsals, and all band performances.

2.
Grading of individual/ensemble performance will be based on an evaluation of musicianship skills displayed by the students during rehearsals/performances. During 1st semester, evaluation will also include marching skills.


Grading of daily classroom performance will be based upon attendance, class participation, effort, and attitude in


the rehearsal hall (field), as well as an evaluation of skills displayed in class.

3.
Band rehearsals will be held during 1st period. A schedule of after-school rehearsals is attached to the band


calendar. Extra concert band and/or sectional rehearsals will be published at the beginning of 2nd semester.


Occasionally, it may be necessary for extra rehearsals to be scheduled. Every effort will be made to make sure students have ample time to make necessary arrangements for these rehearsals.

4.
Daily classroom attendance and participation is essential to the success of the student and the band. When a student is absent from a daily classroom rehearsal, that student will follow the guidelines outlined in the Jonesboro Secondary School Handbook. Make-up of 1st period rehearsals is the responsibility of the student, following the guidelines in the school handbook.

5.
Attendance is required for all after-school (or extra) band rehearsals. Unexcused absences from a rehearsal will 


result in a major point deduction for that grading period. The director decides if the rehearsal absence is excused or unexcused. All requests for an excused absence from an after-school  (or extra) rehearsal must be brought to the director's attention three weeks (or earlier) prior to the rehearsal. Each request will be handled on an individual basis. Such decisions will not set a precedent and will in no way be binding on future decisions.

6.
Attendance is required for all performances. An unexcused absence  will result in a major point deduction for that


grading period. The director decides if the performance absence is excused or unexcused. All requests for an excused absence for a performance must be brought to the director six weeks prior to the performance. The director will use the same procedure outlined in #5 for handling such requests.

7.
Habitual unexcused absence from rehearsals or any singular performance may result in dismissal from the JHS Band.

