Caring For Your Uniform 

I. Jackets & Bib Pants

A. Professionally Dry Clean Only

B. Never wet, wash, or rinse these items.

C. Never attempt to hand clean in any manner.

D. Never put a just worn uniform in a closed garment bag. The moisture from perspiration can cause damage.

E. To minimize the damage to a dry clean only item that has been wet:

1) Hang separately and allow to air dry in an open, well-ventilated environment at room temperature until COMPLETELY dry.   (Depending on condition, allow 24-72 hours).

2) After complete air drying, promptly take uniform to cleaners for

Dry cleaning and/or pressing.

3) Never heat or wet garment or accessory in any manner (i.e. tumble dry, iron, press, blow dry, or hang near a stove.)

4) Never store any uniform item wet. Never return any wet uniform item to its bag or case. Always proceed immediately with item E1 and E2 above.

F. Do not contact the uniform garment with:

1) Antistats

2) Water/Oil proofers

3) Spot Cleaning Chemicals

4) Other topical chemicals such as bleaches spray deodorants, perfumes, brighteners, facial makeup, etc.

G. Examine the uniform garment after EACH use for soiling, stains, etc.

H. Stained uniform garments should be taken as soon as possible to the professional dry cleaner. The location and the type of stain are to be communicated to the dry cleaner on delivery of garment for cleaning. Should you incur mud stain, DO NOT try to remove while still wet. This will only assist in setting the mud stain. Wait until thoroughly

DRY then lightly scrape off and send to dry cleaner.

I.
DO NOT hand press. Professionally press only.
II. Marching Shoes

A. All shoes should be cleaned and polished with shoe polish prior to each performance.

B. Keep shoes away from HEAT.
Do's and Don'ts for Uniforms

DO: try on your uniform pants after they have been altered to make sure they fit correctly. Don’t wait until five minutes before the first game. 
DO: remember to wear black socks (crew type socks not ankle socks) with your black shoes.

DO: transport your uniform in a garment bag at all times and your hat in the hat box.

DO: store your gauntlets inside your hatbox; please do not wad them up.

DO: wipe out your hatbox occasionally and store any personal items you are carrying in your hatbox in a Ziploc bag. This will help keep your hat clean.

DO NOT: store your uniform in the garment bag at home. This will cause it to mildew and get that "funny" smell. This smell will never leave the garment - ever.
DO NOT: ever store any part of your uniform wet.
DO: remember to wear your band t-shirt underneath the jacket. Also, wear light sports shorts under the uniform – never anything heavy.
DO: take your uniform to the dry cleaners frequently- not just before contest. Your uniform and the people you sit by will thank you. It is okay to clean your uniform weekly and you may use any dry cleaners that you wish.
DO NOT: ever have your gauntlets dry cleaned-if it is soiled please ask for cleaning instructions.

DO wash your gloves after each performance.   “Hang dry” to prevent shrinkage.

Uniform Hemming Instructions
1. Bib pants should be measured while wearing the uniform shoes!  Pinning will be done at the band hall when you try your uniform on.

2. DO NOT CUT MATERIAL.  Fold all material under for hemming.

2. Hem should not be more than 3 inches above bottom of pants. Fold all material under.

3. Pants should be slightly higher that the top of the shoe.  No Break!

4. Use black thread.

5. Use a large stay stitch when hemming pants. A "stay stitch" will make hemming the pants easier in the future.
